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DISCLAIMER
This document was prepared as an account of work sponsored by an agency of the United States
Government. Neither the United States Government nor the University of California nor any of
their employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any legal liability or
responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus,
product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately owned
rights. Reference herein to any specific commercial product, process, or service by trade name,
trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise, does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement,
recommendation, or favoring by the United States Government or the University of California.
The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the
United States Government or the University of California, and shall not be used for advertising or
product endorsement purposes.

This work performed under the auspices of the U.S. Department of Energy by University of
California Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory under Contract W-7405-ENG-48
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1.0  Introduction

A pesticide is defined as any substance or mixture of substances which is intended to
prevent, destroy, repel, or mitigate any pest, or which is intended for use as a plant
regulator, defoliant, or disinfectant. The chemicals in pesticides are specifically
designed to be toxic to living things. Because of their toxicity, pesticides are regulated to
protect the public health and to ensure that pesticide workers are properly trained in
application techniques, labeling, handling, and storage requirements.

1.1 Regulatory Summary

Pesticide control is regulated under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide
Act (FIFRA), which is administered by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
in cooperation with State and local agencies. In general, EPA uses FIFRA authority to
collect information necessary to register and control the “active” ingredients in
pesticides, while State and local agencies control the registration and actual use of the
pesticides themselves.

In California, State pesticide laws incorporate FIFRA’s federal standards and
definitions, and provide additional detailed controls over pesticides and pesticide
applicators. California has assigned primary regulatory responsibility for pesticides to
the California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal/EPA) Department of Pesticide
Regulations. The State’s pesticide laws are administered by the State Department of
Food and Agriculture and its county agricultural commissioners.

Regulations require that pesticide applicators fulfill specific certification requirements,
including specialized training, licensing, and financial responsibility (commercial
applicators).

2.0  Applicability to LLNL Activities

FIFRA regulates pest control activities at LLNL. The regulated activities include
pesticide use, storage, handling, disposal, and transportation.



UCRL-MA-133867

Revision 0 2 April 1, 2001

3.0  Responsibilities

Plant Engineering is responsible for dealing with all pest problems. Plant Engineering
has conducted an ES&H review and has authorized trained personnel for dealing with
pest problems. Program personnel need to call the Gardener Shop if they have any pest
problems. Program personnel should not apply pesticides; the Gardener Shop applies
pesticides. If you have pests like ants, the Garden Shop will purchase and apply an
appropriate pesticide for you (a general use aerosol spray) or provide bait stations. If
you have a large infestation of insects or rodents, or if you need animal control, weed
control, or exterminations, the Gardener Shop is responsible for carrying out the
controls. The gardeners are State Certified Pest Control Applicators.

4.0  Process for Compliance

Store general use pesticides in their original containers, sealed, with their labels intact
and readable. Place them on sturdy shelves, away from food preparation areas. Do not
use pesticides in areas where food may become contaminated through incidental
exposure (e.g., spraying the coffee room counter with ant spray).

Don’t dispose of your excess pesticides; return them to the Gardener Shop for use.
Aerosol cans may be put into the normal trash when empty. Aerosol cans that have lost
their propellant need to be returned to the manufacturer or disposed as hazardous
waste through Hazardous Waste Management (HWM). If you have a question about
disposal of your container, call your ES&H Team environmental analyst.

Report any spill of bulk pesticides to the Dispatcher at 911. Be prepared to specify the
name of the pesticide, the quantity spilled, and the location of the spill.

5.0  Information/Reporting Requirements

There are regulations that govern pesticide container requirements, transportation, and
rinsing and draining.

All pesticide containers must be labeled during all uses, including transportation,
storage, use, and empty-container disposal. If you place a pesticide in a container other
than the one it came in, be sure it is labeled with the following information:

Trade name

Manufacturer name

EPA registration number
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EPA establishment number

Amount and weight of contents

Ingredient list of inert and active ingredients (totaling 100%)

Front panel warning statement

Child warning

Indication of necessary medical treatment

Physical and chemical hazards

Directions for use

Bulk pesticide storage areas that contain pesticides labeled WARNING or DANGER
must have signs that meet the following criteria:

Visible from any direction of approach

Readable from a distance of 25 feet

Worded as follows:

DANGER

POISON STORAGE AREA

ALL UNAUTHORIZED PERSONS KEEP OUT

KEEP DOOR LOCKED WHEN NOT IN USE

This label must be repeated in the appropriate foreign language if people who do not
understand English are likely to come to the storage area.

6.0  Training

If you apply certain pesticides, you must be trained in all aspects of pesticide use. Plant
Engineering is responsible for ensuring that its gardeners are certified pesticide
applicators. Certification includes initial training and continuing education. Personnel
who apply pesticides are personal protective equipment (PPE) trained and trained in
specific pesticide application.
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7.0  Work Standards

7.1 Work Smart Standards

40 CFR 170, Worker Protection Standard

40 CFR 171, Certification of Pesticide Applicators

3 CCR §§ 6000-6141, Pesticide Regulatory Program

8.0  Resources for More Information

8.1 LLNL Contacts

Plant Engineering’s Gardener Shop is the point of contact for all pest problems. The
phone number of the Gardener Shop is on the ES&H Contact Page. They will provide
an appropriate pesticide, manage a rodent infestation, or conduct large-scale
exterminations.

If you have a question about pesticide regulations or any other pesticide issue besides
pest control, call your ES&H Team environmental analyst.


